Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”               

   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  

Worship Service: We welcome you today August 20, 2023, the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Donna Novinger in loving memory of her brother Larry and for August birthdays and anniversaries.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: Aug. 20th and 27th - Terri Herb, Shirley Miller, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 3rd & 10th - Susan Snyder, Carol Knight, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 17th and 24th - Seth Guertin, Jan Quinn, and 3rd person to be announced. 
ANNOUNCERS: Aug. 6th thru 27th - Sue Faust; Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb.
LAY READERS: Aug. 20 - Norine Goss; Aug. 27 - Ken Bechtel; Sept. 3rd - Gerry Wiest; Sept. 10th -Scott Miller; Sept 17th - Sharon Fetterhoff; Sept. 24th - Doris Hand. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Aug. 20th - Ed & Peggy Berra; Aug. 27 & Sept. 3rd - Ken Bechtel; Sept. 10th & 17th  - Ed Dobbin; Sept 24 & Oct. 1 - Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we discuss Lesson 4 video on Aug. 20th. Please join us. 
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August 20, 2023

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

August 20, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)

 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Sue Faust                  

L:  Thankful for God’s presence with us, 
P:  knowing that God loves us and cares for us,
L:  believing in the power of prayer,
ALL:  and anticipating that we will be strengthened for the challenge of the week ahead.
  L: Come, let us worship the Lord our God.
      *Hymn -         “O for a Thousand Tongues”        Page 76     
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
O Christ, to whom all authority is given both in heaven and earth: transform our wills and our understanding, cleanse our hearts and enlighten our minds, that our thoughts and desires being made obedient to your pure and holy law, we may grow up in all things unto you, and present ourselves a living sacrifice, to the praise and glory of your holy name. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 67:1-7 (Responsive)                                  
  L: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us.
P: that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations.
L: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
P: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.
L: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
P: The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us.
ALL: May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the ends of the earth revere him.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God whose greatness and glory are beyond our knowing: the creator of all life’s richness, bounty and variety. We believe in Jesus, the Image of the invisible God: he shows us the glory of the Father, and the love with which everything is made: he is the light of the world, always shining in the darkness. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, the breath of life who renews and transforms; who startles us with glimpses of glory; who inspires our seeking and searching. We believe in the God of Glory. Amen.
Hymn -                          “Jesus Love Me”                       Page 579
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Matthew 15:21-28  (Pg. 22 N.T. Pew Bible)   
                                  Norine Goss, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:               “Jesus Loves Me?”     
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -             “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”          

Page 286   

     CHURCH CALENDAR
Aug. 20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Aug. 24 - 7:00PM - Youth Sunday School Meeting

Aug. 26 - 12:00Noon to 6:00PM - Social hall is reserved
Aug. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Sept.  3 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - organist Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Susan Snyder, Sue Faust) 
Sept.  4 - LABOR DAY (Holiday) - Church offices are closed
Sept.  5 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting 

Sept.  9- 10:00AM - Making Memories Group meeting in  Meeting room

Sept. 10 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - Special Music: Brad Crum
MEETING TO DISCUSS YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL will be held on Thursday August 24th at 7:00PM.
DEACONS will meet on Tuesday, September 5th at 7:00PM.
ELDERS will meet on Monday, September 11th at 7:00PM.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Brad Crum will share special music on September 10th and Judy Knorr will share special music on September 24th.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Hannah Klinger, (Capitol Rehab & Healthcare Center - for Rehab); Mary Cooke; Esther Masser; Dennis Leitzel;  Barbara/Dennis Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;   Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Patrick, Deb, Emily Castellani, (Car accident); Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Pastor Gail Boyer; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer;  John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Goldie Wert, (Carol Miller’s sister-in-law);  Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Baby Jaylynn; Collin & Caleb, (Carol Miller’s great-grandsons)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
                          LOOKING AHEAD….
FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning in September we will again have Fellowship Meals. The date has not yet been decided (it will not be the first Sunday in September as that is Labor Day weekend). The date will be announced soon in bulletins and in the September/October newsletter.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb. (We would like a committee so it is not on just one person.)
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. A meeting to discuss Children’s S. S. will be held on Thursday, August 24th at 7:00PM. Look for more details in the Sept./Oct. newsletter.
PORK ROAST DINNER: Valleys annual Pork Roast Dinner on October 7, 2023, the 1st Saturday in October, from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Ticket Donation: Adults: $15.00, Ages 4-12: $7.00, Ages 3 and under “Free”. Call the church office for more information, tickets will be available soon.
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are still looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget are unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
BABY CONGRATULATIONS to Jennifer and Justin Rubendall. Their son Nash Atlas was born on August 7, 2023, 7lbs. 12 oz., 21inches long. Proud Grandparents: Denise and late Dean Rickert, Proud Great-grandparents: Clarence and Laura Roush. Nash joins siblings Maddie, Brady, Greyson and Laniey Rubendall. We pray Nash and his family have many blessings from God and a healthy, happy life!
PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS: Halifax Food Room is collecting  the following personal hygiene items during August: toliet paper, feminine hygiene items including pads and tampons, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deororant, shaving products, laundry detergent donations can be brught to Valleys or taken to the Halifax Community Church (it was Halifax United Methodist Church). Also Garden produce (tomatoes zucchini, and lettuce) is welcome as well.

CORRECTION TO BACK-TO SCHOOL, FRESH IMPRESSIONS REPORT:  We had 100 students on Friday August 4th, 24 students on Saturday August 5th for clothing and school supplies and 30 students and their families returned Saturday between Noon and 2:00PM for clothing at the 2023 Back-to-School Free Yard Sale.
   We also had 44 students (19 families) that participated with the “Fresh Impressions” shopping at Wal-Mart.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for August 20, 2023

Invocation:

Eternal God, we return to your house this day to pray and worship you.  We rejoice in your presence and pray that you would fill our minds with the high idea of your holy Word as written by prophets and apostles and lived out in Jesus Christ.  We worship you now with our whole hearts and minds.  In Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 67:1-7, (Responsive); Matthew 15:21-29

Sermon:




Jesus Loves Me?


       When I lived in Harrisburg off of Linglestown Road, there was a farmhouse I would pass as I made my way up Progress Ave. to our home.  It was a beautiful stone farmhouse.  I used to wonder what it was like inside.  I imagined it to be so beautiful.  Well after a few years as they were expanding in our development, apparently the builder had bought the farmhouse along with the land and was going to tear it down.  One night George and I were out walking, and we came to the farmhouse, and I said, “Let’s peek in the windows.”  So, we did, and I really couldn’t see much.  But one of the doors in the back of house was hanging wide open and I said to George, Let’s go in and look around.”  So, we did.  Well, while it was beautiful on the outside with so much character, it was falling apart on the inside.  It was in really bad shape.  It was in need of drastic surgery to become useful again.   Keep that thought in the back of your mind for a moment.


       The story we read here in Matthew seems to paint a picture of a Jesus I’m not entirely comfortable with.  I mean – the Jesus I know is:  The good shepherd – The loving teacher - The healer who would reach into broken lives and make them whole – The Son of God who came to earth to die for our sins.  Everything we’ve read about Him in the Gospels speaks of a tender and loving savior who gave all He had for us.  But here in this text we seem to be seeing an entirely different Jesus. Here, He appears to be harsh, callous, uncaring.



We’re told of a grieving mother who comes to Him seeking help.  And what does He do?  First, He ignores this woman.  Then He tells His disciples that His ministry is only for the lost sheep of Israel.  Then He calls her… a dog!



When I first read this, I thought this isn’t how I’d expect my Savior to respond to a woman in crisis.  But then… I looked a little deeper and I realized a couple of things that I didn’t see at first.


1. This is NOT the first time Jesus has been approached by Gentiles for help.  In Luke 6:17 we’re told that shortly after Jesus chose His 12 disciples “a great multitude of people out of all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases.”



Jesus healed people from Tyre and Sidon – just like this woman was - only a few months earlier.

And in Matthew 8 - just a few chapters previously – Jesus heals a servant of a Roman centurion.  Romans were Gentiles just like this lady was.  They were hated by almost all the Jews.  And yet Jesus didn’t object to healing that man’s servant.  

2. This is the ONLY TIME we know of that He ventured into the land of Tyre and Sidon, and as far as we can tell, this is the ONLY person that He met while He was there.



Do you think Jesus knew about this woman before she came to Him? 

Do you think Jesus knew she was going to come and seek His help?

AND do you suppose that maybe He came to Tyre specifically to meet her?  I think so.


This is Jesus - the Son of God. He knows everything.  And I’m convinced that He came to the land of Tyre and Sidon just for this to meet this woman.

 

Now, what kind of woman is she?  Well, she’s a Canaanite.  A pagan.   More than likely, she has been a worshipper of idols.  And she’s from the land of Tyre and Sidon and that is not a good thing. 



Just a few days earlier, Jesus condemned the towns who’d rejected Him.  Tyre and Sidon were the personification of wickedness.  They were the “sin-cities” of their day.  It was a land filled with immorality, corruption and self-indulgence.



Now ordinarily, Jews didn’t have much to do with Gentiles.  A gentile was anyone who was not born of Jewish parents.  How many of you here have Jewish descendants that you know about?  If you don’t, then you are Gentiles.  Jews wouldn’t talk to you.  They wouldn’t eat with you.  They would have hated the idea of even doing business with you.



Archeologists have found giant pools in the homes of Jews of that day called “Mikvahs”, and it appears that one of the major uses of these pools was to wash off the ceremonial filthiness of items purchased from Gentiles.  The general attitude towards these non-Jews was that they were to be tolerated at best… hated at worst.


The Jews even had a term to describe their feelings about the Gentiles: The word translated “a Dog.”


This is not dogs like Duke or Abby or Poochie.  Jews didn’t name these kind of dogs.  These kind of dogs were, mongrels, scavengers that dragged garbage through the streets.  They were unclean filthy animals.



So, when the disciples looked at this woman that’s what they saw.  She was a “dog.”  A worthless excuse for a human being.  But worse still… she was from the land of Tyre and Sidon. Her people were the worst of all Gentiles.  So, when she comes to the house where Jesus is staying and cries out for help, the disciples just want to be rid of her: “Send her away,” they say “for she keeps crying out after us." (Matthew 15:23)



They don’t want her around.  She’s not worthy of their Master’s attention. 


Now these are the Disciples of Christ.  Just a few months before, Jesus had spent all night praying about them, selecting them to be the future leaders in the church He had come to establish.  They’re going to set the pattern for what the church will be like.  They will establish the mindset of generations of believers.  And deep within their heart is this bigotry and hatred of people like this woman.



On the outside, these men look like they might be ready for the job of leadership.  They’ve been with Jesus for a couple of years now.  They’ve preached to crowds. They’ve healed the sick. They’ve cast out demons.  They look like their ready. But they’re not.  They look good… on the outside.


But on the inside, they’re a little like that farmhouse that’s falling apart.  There’s something ugly and dangerous on the inside that makes them structurally unsound.  They are in serious need of drastic surgery to make them useful to God.



Jesus knows what’s going through His disciples’ minds.  He knows how they view this Canaanite woman.  And that’s why they’re here in the land of Tyre and Sidon.  That’s why He lets this little drama play out as it does.


Jesus knows all about this woman.  He knows of her sorrow and her pain and her need and He knows that she’s the kind of person He came to earth to help.  Jesus loves this woman… but His disciples don’t.  In Luke 19:10 Jesus said that He had come “to seek and to save what was lost."  He repeatedly spent time with people who no one else wanted to have around.  The tax collectors, the prostitutes, the losers, the sinners.  These folks were not that much different than the woman that stands outside the house He’s now in.



In Romans 5:8 we’re told “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”



Titus 3:3-5 says “At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.”



He’s talking about us here.  He’s saying that before He came into our lives that’s kind of how we lived our lives.  And He could have left us that way. He could have totally ignored us. But He didn’t.


Titus 3 goes on to say “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”



Jesus starts out real slow here.  This woman stands outside the house crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession." Matthew 15:22 


And Jesus treats her just the way His disciples would expect of a good Jewish rabbi.  He ignores her.  Maybe He’s reading.  Maybe He’s sitting in a chair with His eyes closed.  
Maybe He’s just looking off into space.  But He’s obviously ignoring this woman. 


But she’s not the type to be ignored.  She’s a desperate woman pleading for her daughter. She keeps crying out "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me!



Again, and again and again she cries out.  And the disciples can’t hardly stand it.  Yes, she’s a gentile… yes, she’s part of a wicked nation.  Yes, they wouldn’t ordinarily give her the time of day.  But this is beginning to wear on their nerves.  “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  

They’ve seen mothers like this in their own villages and towns.  Women who love their sons and their daughters so deeply that they’d be willing to do anything to protect them.
They’ve seen pain like this before.  They’ve seen sorrow that can’t be healed.  And they just want it to go away.  And so, they say to Jesus, "Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us." Matthew 15:23 



But Jesus gently prods them by saying:  "I’m sorry… I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel." Matthew 15:24 



This woman has worn them down with her constant pleas.  They want her now to get what she came for.  They want Jesus to heal the woman’s daughter… but He holds back… why?  Well, because there’s one more thing He wants them to see.  And that’s when the woman runs into the room and kneels down at Jesus’ feet and pleads "Lord, help me!"



It’s then that Jesus echoes the bigotry that His disciples had felt only a few moments before.  He replied, "It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their DOGS." Matthew 15:26 



I can almost hear Him emphasize that last word.  Because that’s what His disciples had thought of her just a few moments before.  She was no better than a mongrel, a filthy DOG.


But Jesus doesn’t say this as a curse or an insult.  In fact, He didn’t even use the same kind of word that most Jews would have used.  Ordinarily, Jews used the word that translates filthy mutt.  But Jesus used a slightly different word that translates a dog or a puppy.


In the days of Jesus, wealthy people would keep little dogs as pets… just like we do.  If you have a pet dog or cat, how do you treat them?  You feed them.  You shelter them.  You care for them.  They’re like part of the family.



And I can see the woman… smile.  She knows what He’s saying.  He’s told her in a very simple way that she was beloved of God.  And you can almost hear her as she says:  "Yes, Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table." Matthew 15:27 



God chooses us because He loves us.  But there are a few conditions to being chosen by God, and this woman reflected those conditions in how she approached Jesus that day.  


First, she accepted Him on His terms.  He was the Lord… He was the Son of David.  He was the prophesied Son of God who had come to her Messiah.



Second, she came seeking mercy.  She didn’t come expecting what was fair – just - or equitable.  She came to Him asking for mercy because she knew she didn’t deserve it.  And she came to Jesus on His terms.  And that is what is expected of us today as well.

What are Jesus’ terms?  Well . . .

· He asks that we believe in Him as the Son of the Living God.

· He asks that we acknowledge that we are sinners and in need of Him for forgiveness.

· He asks that we accept Him as the Lord and Master of our lives.


I am glad Jesus let the dogs in.  Jesus loves each and every one of us.  He wants us for his own.  We are now joint heirs with Jesus, Sons and daughters of God.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we praise and thank you for all your goodness, grace, and patience towards us.  We thank you for the Scriptures and the truth they contain and we thank you for opening our eyes to believe the truth your Word teaches.   We hear the many prophetic voices in Scripture that point us to Jesus Christ - our God and our Savior.    You reach out to us in so many ways and yet there are so many things pulling us away from you.    Lord, keep the eyes of our hearts looking to Jesus for our direction and provisions and protection.   May we have undivided hearts that look to Jesus as the author and perfector of our lives.    Many of us need healing – healing from past hurts, healing spiritually, healing from sickness and physical pains and we reach out to you to receive this healing.  We pray for minds that are closed to the truth and who are trusting in their own righteousness.  Through your Holy Spirit point us all to your truth and knowledge.  And now in this time of silence we lift up to you those names that are known and others known only to you . . . Lord God, heal and renew us and make us whole again.  In the name of Jesus who taught us to pray  . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

And now may the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  Amen.
